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About Provost Cobanoglu
• Bachelor of Science- Business Administration/Tourism (Cukurova 

University, Turkiye)
• Master of Science, Hospitality Management (Oklahoma Stat Univ, USA)
• PhD, MIS/Hospitality (Oklahoma State Univ, USA)
• 10 years at University of Delaware (Asst Prof/Assoc Prof)
• 15 years at University of South Florida (Assoc Prof. Prof, Dean, M3 Center 

Director)
• Provost, Virscend University, Irvine, California (as of Spring 2025)
• President, Assoc. of Global Educators
• Editor, Journal of Hospitality and Tourism Technology (SSCI IF=6.4/Scopus 

CiteScore 10.2)



About Virscend University

Young, Agile, Innovative 
University

“Inspire students with innovative 
ideas and business intelligence to 

prepare them to excel in a dynamic 
global environment.”
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Partnership Models

Guaranteed Acceptance

Assured MBA admission with English 
proficiency waiver

1+1 Agreement

One year at home university, one year 
at Virscend

4+1 Program

MBA courses during senior 
undergraduate year

3+1 and 2+2

Complete bachelor's degree at 
Virscend



Additional Partnership Opportunities

Custom Certificate Programs

Tailored 1-year programs at 
undergraduate or graduate level. Includes 
relevant internships with local 
businesses.

Study Abroad in California

Access Virscend's education while 
enjoying cultural opportunities in Greater 
Los Angeles area.

Innovative Collaborations

Joint research projects, specialized 
training programs, and unique academic 
cooperation opportunities. Faculty 
Exchange, Research Teams



Master of Business Administration
(STEM Based)

Earn your MBA at Virscend University in Irvine, CA

This program is STEM Designated and designed with working 
professionals in mind.

There are 10 courses ranging from digital marketing to data 
analytics and management strategy. 



MBA Curriculum

Minimum Total Credits Required for Graduation: 30+1 
credits

Core Courses: 18 credits (6 courses)

Restricted Electives: 12 credits (4 courses)

Internship Course/Practicum in Experiential Learning: 
Minimum of 1 credit



Core Courses (18 credits)

MBA 500 – Management Information Systems (3 credits)

MBA 501 – Decision Technologies and Statistics (3 credits)

MBA 520 – Data Analytics (3 credits)

MBA 601 – Database Management Systems (3 credits)

MBA 621 – Digital Marketing (3 credits)

MBA 650 – Project Management (3 credits)

MBA 508 – Practicum in Experiential Learning (1-6 credits)



Restricted Electives (12 credits)

MBA 502 – Management Strategies (3 credits)

MBA 503 – Financial Management (3 credits)

MBA 504 – Accounting Management (3 credits)

MBA 505 – Marketing Management (3 credits)

MBA XXX – Emerging Technologies: AI and Blockchain (3 credits)

HTM XXX – Hospitality Technology Management (3 credits)

Any other graduate level courses 



Innovation . Inspiration . Intelligence

Our Faculty

25

Dr.Robert Chi
University of Texas at Austin
Ph.D. in Information Systems
Courses Taught: 
MBA 500 & MBA 650

Dr.Sean Jasso
Claremont Graduate University
Ph.D. in Political Economy
Courses Taught: 
MBA 502 & MBA 505

Dr.Mohamed Abdelhamid
University at Buffalo
Ph.D. in Management Science 
and Systems
Course Taught: 
MBA 520

Dr.Banafsheh Behzad
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign
Ph.D. in Industrial Engineering
Course Taught: 
MBA 501

Dr.Ping Lin
UC Irvine
Ph.D. in Accounting
Course Taught: 
MBA 504

Dr.Hojong Shin
Michigan State University
Ph.D. in Finance
Course Taught: 
MBA 503

Professor Christopher Medina
Azusa Pacific University
MBA
Course Taught: 
MBA 621

Dr.Minder Chen
University of Arizona
Ph.D. in Management 
Information Systems
Courses Taught: 
MBA 500 & MBA 650

Dr. Jianqing "Fisher" Wu
Purdue University
Ph.D. in Management Science 
and Systems
Course Taught: 
MBA 601

Virscend University has a diverse faculty who come from diverse backgrounds and 
also teach at nearby CSU and UC schools



Innovation . Inspiration . Intelligence

1. Resume

2. Copy of Passport

3. Personal Essay

4. Official/Unofficial Transcripts

5. Language Test Scores
Minimum of 80 TOEFL, 6.0 IELTS, 58 PTE, 115 
DUOLINGO

6. Degree Verification (wes.org, ierf.org, 
naces.org, or apie.org)

7. Bank Confirmation Letter
8. Reference Letter(s)

Simple Portfolio 
Presentation

Application
Requirements



Experiential Learning (Internship)

Internship is required for MBA degree to make sure that students can 
apply what they learn in the classroom into real business life 

As Internship is a required part of MBA, International Students can apply 
for CPT and get an off-campus work permit up to 40 hours a week

Full time CPT needs to be less than one year to be eligible for OPT

https://www.virscend.edu/curricular-practical-training 

https://www.virscend.edu/curricular-practical-training


STEM MBA 
OPT

International 
Students usually 

get 1-year 
Optional Practical 
Training after they 

finish a degree

Virscend 
University MBA is 

a STEM based 
MBA

Therefore, you 
can get 3 year 

OPT instead of 1 
year

Two intakes: Fall 
Semester 

(August) and 
Spring Semester 

(January)



Modes of Instruction

Traditional Mode: Students meet weekly, alternating between 
in-person and virtual sessions.

Weekend MBA: Students meet once a month for in-person 
sessions, with online classes in between.

Online (asynchronous)



Accommodation



Housing (optional): Days Inn Fullerton



Days Inn Fullerton



Housing

$33/day 
including 
breakfast

Shared room (up 
to 4 in a room) 
(same gender)



Sample Schedule (2 years)

Year 1 – Semester 1 3 courses

Year 1 – Semester 2  3 courses

Year 2 – Semester 1  3 courses

Year 2 – Semester 2  1 course + internship



Sample Schedule (1+1 Partnership)

Year 1 – Semester 1 3 courses

Year 1 – Semester 2  3 courses



Tuition

$800 per credit

10 Courses X 3 Credits= 30 Credits

30 Credits + 1 credit internship X $800= $24,800

Paying by monthly installments are possible

Scholarships available



Finances by semester

Tuition $800 per credit 9 credits= $7200 / 5 installments= 
$1440

Housing Your own housing or Virscend Univ Housing $33/day X 
30= $990/month(includes breakfast) (shared room)

A Full-time job with $20/hour X 40 hours= $3200/month



Innovation . Inspiration . Intelligence

Schools Tuition Time to graduate Faculty with PhD
UCLA 120,000 1.5-3  years 100%
USC 140,000 1-2 years 100%
UCR 100,000 1.5 years 90%
CSULB 60,000 2 years 85%
CSUF 60,000 2 years 85%
Chapman 80,000 2 years 80%
Virscend 24,000 2 years 90%

The Comparison of other MBA 
Programs
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Student Profiles



















Additional Resources



Student Profiles







Interested to apply?

• University Website: https://www.virscend.edu/ 
• partnership@virscend.edu

• Cihan.Cobanoglu@virscend.edu
• WhatsApp/Cell: +1 302 897 1909

https://www.virscend.edu/
mailto:partnership@virscend.edu
mailto:Cihan.Cobanoglu@virscend.edu
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